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Balanced argument


Your task this week is to write a balanced argument about whether animals should be kept in a zoo. Remember a balanced argument is a formal piece of writing so try not to use contractions e.g, don’t, won’t, can’t, wouldn’t. Try not to write about what your opinion is. Instead, have a discussion about your opinion of the argument with a grown-up. 
1) Carry out some research to get some ideas of both sides of the argument. You may use the internet and other documents that have been uploaded to the home learning page. 
Here are some links that you might find useful:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/what-are-zoos-for/z649f4j
https://www.stmarys-byfleet.surrey.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=621&type=pdf
2) Use the following planning table to plan your balanced argument. Remember, you need to state a point, use a range of causal conjunctions and then fully explain your point by backing it up with research and statistics. 
Cause and effect conjunctions 
The causal conjunctions are used to explain a point. 
The contrasting conjunctions are used to start a new paragraph on the opposing side of the argument. 
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Against keeping animals in a zoo



3) Now you need to think about planning an introduction and a conclusion.
For the introduction, you need to give a definition of what a zoo is, where they are located, give a brief overview of what they aim to do and state how some people are for the idea of keeping animals in a zoo and how some people are against keeping animals in a zoo. 
For the conclusion, you will need to state that there are two sides of the argument and then summarise your main points that you have written about. Try not to include any new information – a conclusion just repeats the main points that you have already included. 

4) Now give your piece of writing a title. A balanced argument title always starts with should or would. Some of your titles may be a question, don’t forget your question mark!
5) Now for writing.
P1 – introduction 
P2 – use 2 points from your FOR table and fully explain them.
P3 – use 2 points from your AGAINST table and fully explain them. (Start your paragraph with a contrasting conjunction.)
P4 – use 2 points from your FOR table and fully explain them. (Start your paragraph with a contrasting conjunction.)
P5 – use 2 points from your AGAINST table and fully explain them.  (Start your paragraph with a contrasting conjunction.)
P6 – conclusion
You may wish to have more paragraphs as you may have more points to explain and expand. Remember, the argument has to be balanced so you will need the same number of points for keeping animals in a zoo as against keeping animals in a zoo.
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Success Criteria 
Try to include the following in your balanced argument:
	Success criteria

	Capital letters and full stops
	

	Parenthesis ()     ,,      --    
	

	Colon (to introduce a list and to replace the word because)   :
	

	Semi colon    ;                              (replaces a FANBOYS)
	

	Paragraphs 
	

	Causal conjunctions
	

	Contrasting conjunctions 
	



Challenge
Can you include any technical vocabulary? Try and include the following:
· Endangered
· Extinct/extinction
· Captivity
· Enclosure
· Zoochosis
· Breeding program
· Natural habitat
· Species 
If you are unsure of the meaning of any of the words, make sure you find out by carrying out some research.



6) Check your balanced argument through thoroughly making sure your spelling and punctuation is correct. Remember to use a dictionary to help you!

7) Share your balanced argument with the people in your home. What do they think? What is their opinion on whether animals should be kept in a zoo?

8) Can you think of any other topics that you could write a balanced argument about?

Example Balanced Argument 
Remember yours could be even better!	 Can you spot a contraction that should not be there?! Can you rewrite this sentence without it containing a contraction?




(Please scroll down)
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5-18 should exercise for at least 60 minutes a day. Where are children going to
fit that in if they are busy doing homework every evening?

While there are a lot of people that understand that argument, the fact remains
that children go to school to be educated and many parents welcome the chance to support
their child’s education at home. Practising spelling or helping their child read gives parents the
opportunity to play a part in their child's learning. It also gives them a clearer understanding
of how their child is progressing. Similarly, a lot of children enjoy doing homework with their
parents. Why introduce a blanket ban if some children and parents actually enjoy it?

The flip side of the argument is that many parents feel overwhelmed with the amount of
homework their child brings home. With so many after school activities and clubs on offer,
they feel there isn't enough time to fit everything in. Furthermore, due to ever-increasing
government expectations, parents sometimes feel unable to help their child as the work is too
hard or on a subject matter they are not familiar with

In conclusion, there are many strong arguments for and against banning homework from
schools. If it helps a child's education, then surely homework is a good thing. -
Then again, time away from studying to play is also incredibly important to

a child’s wellbeing. On balance, I don't believe homework should be banned

because it really is an important part of learning. However, I also believe there

should still be time in the day for fun! Therefore, perhaps schools should come

up with a compromise: keep homework, but don’t set so much!
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Should Homework Be Banned?

Anyone who has ever been to school knows what it is like to be sent
home with piles of homework. For years, teachers have been setting
extra maths, spellings and other assignments to be completed
outside of regular lesson times. But with the increasing pressures of
modern day life, there is a growing call for homework to be banned.

Here are some of the arguments for and against.

Many people see homework as an important part of school life;

almost like an extension of the lesson. If the teacher cannot it everything that is needed to

be taught into the lesson, then being able to set homework is essential. This way, pupils can

continue the learning at home, which in turn helps their understanding and knowledge of

the subject. In fact, recent research shows a positive link between the amount children do for
homework and their achievement lLevels.

On the other hand, aren't children entitled to a break from learning? After spending
all day at school, a few hours ‘downtime’ spent watching television, playing
computer games or exercising outside is essential for a healthy, fun-loving child
In fact, the government's own health guidelines recommend people aged between
5-18 should exercise for at least 60 minutes a day. Where are children going to
fit that in if they are busy doing homework every evening?

While there are a lot of people that understand that argument, the fact remains
that children go to school to be educated and many parents welcome the chance to support
their child’s education at home. Practising spelling or helping their child read gives parents the
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