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• Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write. 

• Phonics involves matching the sounds of spoken English with individual letters 
or groups of letters. For example, the sound k can be spelled as c, k, ck or ch.

• Teaching children to blend the sounds of letters together helps them decode 
unfamiliar or unknown words by sounding them out. 

• For example, when a child is taught the sounds for the letters t, p, a and s, they 
can start to build up the words: “tap”, “taps”, “pat”, “pats” and “sat”.

What is phonics?



• Synthetic phonics

• Phonemes (sounds) associated with particular graphemes (letters) are 
pronounced in isolation and blended together (synthesised). 

• For example, children are taught to take a word such as cat apart into 
its three letters, pronounce a phoneme for each letter in turn c - a - t 
and blend the phonemes together to form a word – cat. 

• Fischer Family Trust (FFT) 
Success For All Phonics Programme

How is phonics taught?



• Before any of this, children need to have developed the skills in order to 
listen to and distinguish between different sounds. 

• Phase 1 is the first stage of phonics, and lays the foundation for future 
phonics learning. The primary focus is on developing speaking and 
listening skills.

• Environmental sounds, instrumental sounds, body percussion, rhythm 
and rhyme, alliteration, voice sounds, oral blending and segmenting. 

Phase One Phonics



•Daily Phonics Lesson       

• Daily Shared Reader Lesson

Fischer Family Trust (FFT) 
Success For All Phonics Programme



• Start each lesson with the Alphabet Chant 

• We learn the chant with letter names and then 
letter sounds

Phonics Lesson Example



• Hear Phonemes (sounds)

• Read GPCs (grapheme phoneme correspondence) –
Meaning a sound is matched to one or more written 
letters. 

• Stretch and Read

• Quick Erase

Review Previous Learning



• Saying pure sounds is important – some sounds stretch e.g. s, m, 
f, n, r and some bounce e.g. a, b, t, p, c

• It is always best to say them softly and say a word that begins with 
the sound to help. For example, ssss – snake.  Instead of “suh”.

• Try to avoid a big ‘Uh’ sound at the end as this will impact on your 
child’s ability to blend and segment words when reading and 
spelling. 

Pure Sounds



• Present New GPC

• Model Phoneme

• Say it Fast/Break it Down

• Write New Grapheme

• Stretch and Count/Spell

Teach – Practise – Apply New 
GPCs



• Before a child can hold a pencil correctly and form letters 
correctly, they need to have developed their gross motor 
skills and their fine motor skills.

• Gross Motor Skills – Using arms, legs, torso – bigger 
movements – running, climbing, skipping etc.

• Fine Motor Skills – Using the small muscles in hands and 
wrists – using scissors, buttoning shirt, using knife and fork, 
writing. 

What if my child isn’t forming 
letters correctly? 





• Write Dance 

• Dough Disco

• Finger Songs – Tommy Thumb, Crocodile Snap

• Funky Finger Table

• P.E

• Trim Trail

What do we do in school?





• Explore – Look at front cover, predict.

• Word Time – Look at red and green words. Green Words are decodable (you can use phonics to 
read them) and Red Words are ‘tricky words’ which means they have parts that are not 
decodable and need to be memorised.

• Choral Read – Model reading using stretch and read.

• Discussion Time – Discuss what has been read.

• Partner Read – Reading with a partner

• Echo Read – Model a target skill (e.g. using expression). Children will repeat chorally to practise 
reading fluently. 

• Writing Time – Writing upper and lower case letters – moves on to words and then sentences.

Shared Reader Lesson 
Example





• FFT Success for All 
Phonics have created 
advice and resources to 
support. 

Parent Portal



Thank you for all of 
your support.


