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3rd January 2021 
 
3.30pm 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Re: COVID-19 (Coronavirus) update: 
 

SCHOOL CLOSED TO ALL PUPILS on: 
 

Monday 4th January and Tuesday 5th January 2021 
 
I do hope that you and your family have had an enjoyable Christmas break and please accept 
my best wishes for a successful New Year.  May I take this opportunity to thank all parents for 
their overwhelming cooperation with COVID-19 measures last term. 

 

You will be aware of the recent announcements made by The Government and media 
coverage regarding the closure of primary schools in London due to Covid-19.    
 
Regrettably, we have taken the decision that Five Ways School will be closed to ALL children 
on Monday 4th January and Tuesday 5th January 2021.  
 
Unfortunately, we are now experiencing staff shortages due to self-isolation, underlying 
medical issues and the impact of union advice to staff.  This means that we will not be able to 
open on Monday 4th January or on Tuesday 5th January due to operational staffing levels, 
that would affect Health and Safety.  I know that this will present with difficulties for many 
families and I apologise for the short notice and the inconvenience that it will cause.  However, 
it has reached a stage where it is now unavoidable.  
 
We know that you will find this situation concerning however, we are continuing to work closely 
with the DfE, Public Health England as well as our Local Authority.  I would like to reassure 
parents that the Senior Leadership Team and I have met with our Local Outbreak Team this 
morning and Tim Moss, who is the Assistant Director of Education Strategy and Improvement 
for Staffordshire County Council.  Together, we reviewed our school Covid-19 risk 
assessment, and although it was found to be extremely robust and safe, we discussed 
additional protective measures that will be put in place to enhance further its effectiveness.  
They are as follows: 
 

 Registration teachers teaching their own class as much as possible, and limiting the 
number of staff who have contact with each class 

 Class bubbles being separated on the playgrounds so that pupils within the same year 
group cannot mix 



                                        
 

 Hot school meal pupils eating their lunch on separate class bubble tables, rather than 
mixing with other pupils from the same year group on the same table.  
 

Teaching and Learning 

All teaching activities for your child for Monday 4th January and Tuesday 5th January 2021 will 
revert to being published on our school website within the Home Learning section.  It is hoped 
that pupils will be able to continue their learning activities at home.  Your child’s classteacher 
will publish a class letter detailing learning activities by 8.00pm this evening, for activities for 
the Monday and Tuesday. 
 
Provision for Key Worker / Vulnerable Pupils 

It is planned that Five Ways will open to all children on Wednesday 6th January however, we 
have been advised by our Local Authority to begin formulating a list of pupils who would qualify 
for a place at school if The Government announces further school closures due to the 
increased risk from Covid-19.  For that reason, and in case of further school closure in the 
future, parents are asked to email keyworkers2021@fiveways.staffs.sch.uk no later than 
Tuesday 5th January at 12.00 midday, if you feel your child is eligible for a place. More 
information regarding Key Workers is available via the following link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-
provision#critical-workers 
   
We are still in the process of making arrangements for pupils who are entitled to free school 
meals.  More details of this to follow.  
 
I would like to thank you for your understanding during these difficult times; it is certainly not 
my wish to inconvenience parents or disrupt pupils’ learning.  I will write to parents again on 
Tuesday 5th January with a further update.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Rachel Mander 

Headteacher 
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