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26th January 2021 
 

NHS Test and Trace: COVID-19 Testing for Staff 
 

Lateral Flow Testing in Primary Schools 
Dear Parents,  
 
The Department for Education has recently announced that it will start a programme of 
asymptomatic Covid-19 testing for all primary school staff.  
 
Up to one in three people who have Covid-19 have the virus without symptoms so could be 
transmitting the virus unknowingly. It is thought that identifying asymptomatic infectious 
individuals through testing will help to reduce the spread of the virus in schools.  
 
Frequency of the Lateral Flow Tests  
We have received our test kits and our staff will be tested twice a week from 27th January. 
The tests are lateral flow tests and will be carried out during the evening before staff come 
into school the following morning. They are designed to give a rapid result and are only 
for use for people who have no symptoms.  
 
Should a staff member test positive following taking one of these tests they will isolate 
immediately therefore in this case, we will have to close a ‘bubble’ at very short notice and 
we apologise in advance for this. For children who are currently attending school, parents 
would be advised to check their texts and emails before leaving for school each morning for 
updates.  
 
Staff with Covid Symptoms  
This guidance has not changed, staff who have Covid symptoms will isolate immediately and 
take a Covid test in the usual way. Again, in this case we will have to close a ‘bubble’ at very 
short notice and we apologise in advance for this.  
 
We are very pleased that our staff have committed to the Lateral Flow Testing Programme and 
know that it will make our school environment as safe as it can possibly be both for staff and 
the children still attending at this time.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Rachel Mander 
Headteacher 

 


