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11th February 2021 
 
Dear Parents, 

 
I hope you and your families are all continuing to remain safe and well.  I would like to use this 
opportunity to update you on various aspects as we approach the half term break.  
 
Remote Learning Update  
Well done to all of those children who are working so hard, either in school or at home at the 
moment, and thank you to all of those family members who are supporting our pupils with their 
online home learning.  Together we will do all that we can to enable learning to continue 
effectively at this time.  As you are aware, our teachers are working full time to deliver home 
learning, so please do not hesitate to contact them should you have any difficulties.  Work 
completed on the online platforms is carefully monitored and feedback will be provided as 
appropriate.  We are very impressed with all that has been submitted so far, and it is lovely to 
read the children’s messages.  Well done everyone – keep up this amazing work!  
 
Reopening of school to all pupils 
As you are aware, the Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, announced that it will not be possible to 
open schools fully after the February half-term break and instead hopes it will be safe to 
commence the re-opening of schools from Monday 8th March.   
 
We have been informed that schools, as well as parents and carers will be given at least two 
weeks notice to prepare for a return to face-to-face education.  No official updates from The 
Government have been received yet however, once this happens, I will communicate this with 
parents as appropriate.   
 
Donation of Laptops 
I am pleased to report that we have continued to receive donations of new and refurbished 
laptops from members of our school community; we will ensure that the laptops are distributed 
to pupils with the highest level of need.  On behalf of our pupils and staff, I would like to thank 
the members of our school community who have donated the laptops, for their generosity and 
kindness during such challenging times.  
 
INSET Day 
This is a reminder that school will be CLOSED to ALL pupils on Friday 12th February 2021, 
including for pupils of critical workers, vulnerable pupils and Nursery pupils because of our 
planned school INSET.  I would like to make you aware that online home learning will not be 
available on this day.   
 
 
 
 



                                        
 

February Half-Term Closure 
As you are aware, school will be CLOSED to all pupils over February half-term.  This means 
that school will close for pupils of critical workers and vulnerable pupils today (Thursday 11th 
February 2021), due to our INSET day on Friday 12th February 2021.   
 
School will re-open on Monday 22nd February 2021, only to vulnerable children, children of 
critical workers and Nursery pupils who are due to attend. 
 
Please be aware that online home learning will not be available during the February half-term 
break. 
 
Covid-19 Contact Tracing 
As you are aware, Public Health England, in liaison with the DfE, has agreed a 2 day window 
after the final day of this term (Thursday 11th February 2021) in which schools have been 
asked to remain contactable so that we can assist with contact tracing where necessary.  This 
means that parents of pupils who have been attending school during this lockdown period, are 
asked to notify us if your child tests positive for Covid-19 up until 5.00pm on Saturday 13th 
February 2021, due to our INSET day.   
 
The school office will be closed throughout the INSET day on Friday 12th February and during 
the half-term break however, emails sent to office@fiveways.staffs.sch.uk will still be 
monitored until 5.00pm on Saturday 13th February.  We have also purchased an emergency 
phone that will be monitored by a member of the Senior Leadership Team up until 5.00pm on 
Saturday 13th February. The number is as follows: 07726 615591.  Please only contact us via 
the telephone number above or via email at office@fiveways.staffs.sch.uk if your child has 
been attending school during this lockdown period and tests positive for Covid-19. 
 
Please note that where a pupil’s test result comes back positive after 5.00pm on 13th 
February, we do not need to be informed until Monday 22nd February when school re-opens.  
After 13th February, all positive cases and contact tracing will be dealt with through NHS Test 
and Trace. 
 
Safe and Well Checks 
Please be mindful that we are required to make regular safe and well checks at this time.  We 
are in regular contact with most families which is fantastic.  Please understand that where we 
have difficulty contacting parents it may be necessary for us to undertake home visits to check 
upon a child’s welfare, or for us to make referrals as necessary to relevant authorities as part 
of our safeguarding procedures.  
 
World Book Day 
I would like to confirm that we will be celebrating ‘World Book Day’ as planned on Thursday 
4th March.  This day will be dedicated to a celebration of books and stories, and of course 
dressing up as our favourite story / nursery rhyme characters.  We will confirm our plans with 
you nearer the time. 
 
Parent Consultations 
I am pleased to inform you that virtual parent consultations will take place, during the week 
beginning 22nd March.  To make an appointment to meet with your child’s classteacher, you 
will be able to book your appointment online.  You will be sent a link to your mobile phone or 
email address at 9.00am on Thursday 25th February, which will take you to the online booking 
system to select a time convenient for you.   
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The online booking service will be available to access from 9.00am on 25th February until 
Thursday 11th March at 4.00pm.  If you do not have internet access, it will still be possible to 
make an appointment through the school office from 25th February onwards; please ring and 
discuss this with a member of the office staff who will book an appointment for you.  If you wish 
to update your email address or mobile telephone number, please contact the school office. 
 
I would like to finish by wishing everyone a safe and relaxing half term!  We will look forward to 
commencing our online home learning following the half term break, and welcoming back to 
school our vulnerable children, children of critical workers and Nursery pupils who are due to 
attend when school re-opens for them on Monday 22nd February. 

 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Mrs Rachel Mander  
Headteacher 
 
 
 


